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qualms about it seem to have been overcome by Bismarck's
informing him of the contents of the 1879 Austro-German alli-
ance. They scarcely could have been had he been aware also
of the Re-insurance Treaty, under which the German Chan-
cellor had just promised Russia benevolent neutrality in the
event of her advancing upon the Balkans and the Straits.
However, the new treaty, involving grave war possibilities for
Great Britain, remained in force for five years.l It was not known
outside the chancelleries concerned until 1920. Questions asked
by Labouchere at the time in the house of commons were turned
aside. In 1889, a year after William H's accession, Bismarck went
farther. He made a firm and distinct offer of an Anglo-German
alliance. But it was to be an alliance against France only. He
still declined to bind himself in any way against Russia. There-
fore Lord Salisbury—who felt that the equivalent of France's
danger to Germany was not France's danger to us but Russia's—
did not accept. This was all that divided Great Britain at the
time from acceding as a fourth member to the Triple Alliance.
The two sides felt abundant friendliness, but they could discover
no means of driving an equal bargain. An alliance that did not
bind Germany against Russia would give Britain too little; one
that did would cost Germany too much. And then in March
1890 the young emperor dismissed his chancellor.
When Bismarck had described Germany as a Saturated'
Power with no ambition of her own that could lead to war, he
was giving an honest account of her policy as he himself shaped it*
The vast expansions which afterwards became her aims, whether
by land at the expense of Russia or overseas at the expense of
England, were not present to his mind. Yet the elements out of
which both the aims crystallized were already at work. We see
the one implicit in the growing rivalry of Austria-Hungary with
Russia for the Balkans; the other in the forces which so suddenly
made Germany a colonial Power. The first compelled Bismarck,
contrary to all his prepossessions, to take sides against Russia;
while the part to be played by Austria in the land-expansion of
'Germanism'2 slowly defined itself. With the second the veteran
statesman from 1882 onwards had similarly to comply; but he
was careful to break no bones over it, and neither then nor at any
1 Lord Rosebcry in 1892 allowed it to lapse.
* i.e. Deutschtum, a concept to which the broadening ties between Berlin and
Vienna gave a growing importance from this time.

